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Minutes of a meeting of WANBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL to be held at 

WANBOROUGH VILLAGE HALL, HIGH STREET, WANBOROUGH 
 on Monday 27th October 2025 at 7pm 

 

Cllrs present: Richard Bellamy, Kathy Glanville (Chair), John Emmins, David Hayward, Omar 
Mirza, Colin Offer, Gary Sumner, John Warr. 

         In attendance: Laura Evans (Clerk), Anne Bradley (Assistant Clerk) one member of the public 
                    Minute Ref:      FC/27.10/25          

 
1. Apologies 

None  
 

2. Declarations of interest 
Cllr. Dave Hayward declared an interest in agenda item 19, as he is an allotment plot holder. 

 
3. Minutes 

It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and RESOLVED to sign the minutes of the meeting held on 22nd 
September 2025 as a true record. 

 
4. Public Questions (Maximum time 20 minutes) 

A representative from Liddington Parish Council enquired which proposal from the Lyden Team had 
been accepted by Wanborough Parish Council. 

Assistant Clerk – Anne Bradley declared an interest in this item as a member of the PCC and 
left the meeting while this was discussed. 

Cllr. John Warr explained that the proposal had been incorporated into the budget, with projected 
costs for the following year estimated at 34p per copy, plus an additional 25 copies for Redlands 

 

5. Report from Swindon Borough Council (SBC) Ward Councillor  
Highways: Rural verge cuts appear to have been completed well. Complaints from residents at The 
Gallops about the safety of walking on the verge so will review this week and advise if the Parish 
might want to cut to a standard suitable for pedestrian safety. 

Southern Connector Road-Verge outside Meadow House now cut. SCR bridge over Lyden Brook 
in a much worse state than originally thought. It may have to be re-built. Out to tender to start Spring 
next year. 

Thames Water: Thames water pumping station about 18 months behind of original schedule which 
will delay Foxbridge.ar for repair options. May also look at culvert alternative. 

Greyhound rescue centre: continue to receive further complaints from residents about noise.  SBC 
Chief Executive promises an answer to the complaints later this week. 

Wanborough Road: Complaints from residents about mud on the road continue. SBC Highways 
agreements manager has had them back out to sweep again as it is not satisfactory. They have 
been reminded (Bellway) of their obligations. 

Weed killing: Will be carried out on the pavements in the parish in November. Residents to be 
reassured that it is safe to walk on and for animals.  

Lotmead: Complaints from residents at Lotmead about mud and access during construction – have 
emailed the Vistry site manager directly. 

Fly tipping: made numerous reports this month on fly tipping and tree issues. Fly tipping reported 
and now removed by Great Moorleaze at the Thames Water pumping station, mattress removed 
from the ditch in The Marsh opposite Inlands Farm. More fly tipping reported yesterday in Pack Hill 
near to Commonhead in a field entrance and tyres removed from the Ridgeway Road at Foxhill (but 
they won’t remove what is dumped inside the farmers gate) 
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6. Reports  
To receive and consider minutes, reports and recommendations from the following councillors, 
officers, committee and working party meetings, including any decisions taken under delegated 
authority:  

a) Clerk’s update – The meeting noted the clerks update and progress made.  
b) Footpaths, Village Maintenance and Allotments (FVM&A) Committee held on 6th October 2025 

were noted. It was requested that the Clerk circulate the tree report. 
c) Hooper’s Field Committee meeting held on 13th October 2025- The minutes were noted. Cllr. 

Richard Bellamy raised concerns that the meeting was not quorate, as only two councillors were 
present. Therefore, no financial decisions made at this meeting are valid. The Clerk will arrange 
for the website to reflect that the meeting was informal, and an Extraordinary Meeting of the 
Hooper’s Field Committee will be convened to formally address all financial matters 
A cheaper Defibrillator training course has been found. The assistant clerk to circulate. 
 

7. Correspondence  
To receive for information only a list of correspondence circulated between Monday 22nd September 
2025 and Monday 27th October (to follow). 
The meeting noted that no correspondence had been received. 
 

8. Items for Information 
To receive items for information only to include:  

a. Action List – Cllr Omar Mirza suggested that actions be removed after a deadline 
b. Beanlands Pond – Cllr. Dave Hayward met with the Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, who confirmed 

that the pond is fed by a road storm drain and has an outlet drain. Some duckweed was 
observed within the pond. It was suggested that deepening one area could help retain more 
water below the outlet level. If feasible, a group of volunteers could remove one-third of the 
vegetation during the winter months, rotating the cleared section annually to maintain 
ecological diversity around the pond 

9. Finance  

a. Resolved: Cllr Omar Miraz PROPOSED approval of the order of payments for October. Cllr 
Gary Sumner seconded the proposal and was unanimously agreed. 
Cllr. Colin Offer requested that the contractor provide a detailed list of completed works, 
accompanied by photographic evidence. 

b. Resolved: To receive and consider financial report (attached)- The clerk to Circulate the 
monthly report that for feedback. 

 
10. Budget 2026/27 

a) To receive and consider the draft budget for 2026/27 as recommended by the Planning, 
Policy and Finance and Audit Committee  
To be reviewed at the November meetings. 
Cllr. John Warr and Cllr G Sumner explained that the budget is currently in draft form and 
subject to change. It was also mentioned that funds are expected from Redlands. 
The Council discussed the importance of addressing key issues to maintain the village’s 
appearance and quality of life. Investment in initiatives that also benefit Redlands was 
encouraged, with several items already budgeted to support improvements in the area. 
 

11. Planning 
a) To consider the following planning applications received from SBC awaiting comment: 

i. S/HOU/25/1159 Re: Erection of single storey rear extension. At: 17 Greenaway, 
Wanborough Swindon SN4 0TW – The meeting agreed it had no objections to this 
proposal. 

ii. S/25/1266 Re: Demolition of existing dwelling & erection of 1no. replacement dwelling, 
including change of use of part of paddock to residential curtilage. At: The Bungalow, 
The Marsh, Wanborough Swindon SN4 0AS  
The meeting agreed to object to this proposal on the following grounds; 



Minutes 
October 2025 

Page 3 of 5 

 

1.Loss of Agricultural Land: The proposed development involves the change of use from 
agricultural to residential land, resulting in the loss of farmland. The site lies entirely 
within a paddock, which is currently designated for agricultural use. 
 
2.Non-Essential Development: The replacement dwelling is not considered essential for 
agricultural purposes and represents a new build in open countryside. 
 
3.Policy NC3: The site is located in a protected area where new buildings are not 
permitted under Policy NC3. The proposal conflicts with this policy by introducing 
residential development into a non-coalescent agricultural area. 
4.Outside Settlement Boundary: The site lies outside the defined local housing boundary 
and within a rural setting, making it unsuitable for residential expansion. 
 
5.Proximity to AONB: The site is close to the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
(AONB), and the proposed development could negatively impact the landscape 
character and visual amenity of the area. 
 
6.Environmental Concerns: The development poses a risk to local biodiversity and 
natural habitats. The Parish Council supports the Environment Officer’s recommendation 
that a full ecological and environmental impact report be conducted prior to any approval. 
 
7.Greenfield Development: The proposal constitutes development on greenfield land, 
which should be avoided unless exceptional circumstances are demonstrated. 
 

iii. S/HOU/25/1309 Re: Erection of single storey rear extension and porch. At: Little Thatch, 
High Street Wanborough Swindon SN4 0AE – The meeting agreed it had no objections 
to the proposal; however, it expressed a preference for the entire structure to be 
thatched. 

 
b) To note applications determined by SBC since previous meeting (attached) 

No applications determined by SBC were received. 
 

12. Swindon Local Plan 2043 Regulation 18 consultation 
Cllr. John Warr had drafted a proposed response to the consultation and requested that it be 
combined with comments from Cllr. Gary Sumner before submission to Swindon Borough Council. 
Although the deadline for comments has passed, it is hoped that SBC will still take the response into 
consideration. The meeting agreed to submit the response. 
 

13. Cleaner for Hooper’ Field  
Following Saturday football matches, cleaning is required after the matches and on Mondays. The 
meeting noted that it may be difficult to find a cleaner for a Saturday evening. The clubs are 
expected to clean up after themselves as per the terms and conditions. An advertisement will be 
placed in The Lyden to seek a cleaning service, and local companies will be considered. The role is 
budgeted at £300 per month and delegated to the Clerk. 
Proposal: Cllr. Omar Mirza proposed the arrangement, Cllr. Colin Offer seconded and was 
unanimously agreed. 
 

14. Handyperson 
The Council discussed the creation of a combined role to include lengthsman duties, general 
maintenance at Hooper’s Field, and support for the allotments. The position will be for 28 hours per 
week and may be offered on either an employed or self-employed basis. 
Minor adjustments to the job description will be circulated for comment. If no objections are raised, 
the advertisement will be published next week. 
 

15. Play Surface- Lower Rec 
The quotation recommended by the FMV&A Committee was discussed. The Council requested that 
the Clerk circulate the play inspection report. It was agreed that the Clerk, along with Cllr. John 
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Emmins, Cllr. Colin Offer, and Cllr. Kathy Glanville would arrange a site meeting with the contractor 
to assess options for making the lifting surface safe, and to proceed with the recommendation of the 
contractor. 
 

16. Footpaths 
This item can be removed from future agenda’s  
 

17. Tree Works 
The meeting requested that the tree report be circulated to all Cllrs. The meeting approved the cost 
for the works to the tree T3 at Hooper’s Field for £1,600 +VAT. 
 

18. Staffing 
The Council welcomed the new Clerk and agreed on a structured review process. A three-month 
probationary period will be followed by quarterly face-to-face reviews, supplemented by monthly 
online check-ins and weekly updates. A three-month plan with defined objectives will be established 
along with a line management plan for the assistant Clerk. 
 

19. Allotments 
Cllr. Kathy Glanville, Cllr. Dave Hayward, and the Clerk held an onsite meeting with the Wiltshire 
Wildlife Trust and two allotment holders to discuss the proposed hedging project. It was confirmed 
by WWT that the hedging would not be feasible, as planting inside the fence would result in the loss 
of plot space and existing sheds. The Clerk was asked to obtain quotations for alternative fencing 
options. 
The site visit also highlighted the poor condition of several plots. An informal follow-up meeting with 
the two plot holders has been arranged to discuss fencing solutions, with outcomes to be shared 
with all WCAS members. 
 
 

The meeting closed at 9:35pm 
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Payee Description Invoice No
Method of 
payment

 Gross Invoice 
Amount (£) 

 VAT  (£) 
 Net Invoice 
Amount (£) 

1 ID Mobile Ltd Phone- Clerk DD 0.67£                  -£           £0.67
2 Starboard Systems Scribe software INV-12851 DD  £                62.40  £       10.40  £           52.00 
3 EE Mobiles AC and HM DD  £                33.60 5.60£         28.00£           
4 Swindon BC Allotment Rent 215670361 BACS  £              142.38 -£           142.38£         
5 Amazon Wifi Boosters GB57I0WS1AEUI Card  £                72.02 12.00£       60.02£           
6 Amazon Hole Punch GB57K5QW5AEUI CARD  £                  8.81 1.47£         7.34£              
7 Amazon Dell Monitor GB57JRMJHAEUI CARD  £                66.24 11.04£       55.20£           
8 British Gas Hoopers- Gas DD  £                96.63 -£           96.63£           
9 So Fresh & So Clean Hooper's Deep Clean 1897 BACS  £              504.00 84.00£       420.00£         

10 Tennis Court Services Ltd Cleaning of Tennis Courts 6807 BACS  £          1,800.00 300.00£    1,500.00£      
11  £                       -   -£           -£                

12 Staff Total Salaries OCT BACS  £          2,311.66  £             -    £      2,311.66 
13 AllBuild Services 3335 BACS  £          3,204.00 534.00£    2,670.00£      
14 PCC Wanborough Lyden Magazine  invoice WPC102025 BACS  £              286.25 -£           286.25£         
15 JuSteel Container Hire 69811 BACS  £                60.00 10.00£       50.00£           
16 Castle Water Allotment Water 10007953769 BACS  £                65.70 10.95£        £           54.75 
17 Castle Water Hoopers Water 10007979039 BACS  £                59.09 -£           59.09£           
18 WALC Chairs Training- K Glanville WALC-0854 BACS  £                48.00 8.00£         40.00£           
19 AllBuild Services- Hedges 3304 BACS  £          2,400.01 400.00£    2,000.01£      
20 AllBuild Village Maintenance 3348 BACS  £              924.00 154.00£    770.00£         
21 AllBuild Flytipping removal 3352 BACS  £                79.20 13.20£       66.00£           
22 Scribe Scribe Software allotments INV-12462 BACS  £                39.60 6.60£         33.00£           
23 Wanborough Village Hall Hall Rental September 2025-26 WPC20251007 BACS  £              233.00 -£           233.00£         
24 Scribe Set up of Allotment invoicing system INV-12461 BACS  £              314.40 52.40£       262.00£         
25 Affelack Electrical Fixing of Floodlights at Hooper's 22116 BACS  £              685.67 114.28£    571.39£         

Totals  £        13,497.33  £ 1,541.46 £11,769.39

Paid – expenditure previously approved at Council meeting/regular payments or under Delegation

For approval

ORDERS OF PAYMENT November 2025 MEETING


