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Minutes of the Wanborough Parish Council (WPC) Footpaths, Village Maintenance and 
Allotment Committee (FVM&A) meeting held on Monday 6th October 2025 at 7pm  

at Hooper’s Field Pavilion, Rotten Row, Wanborough 
 

Cllrs Present:  Richard Bellamy (Chair), John Emmins, Kathy Glanville, Colin Offer and John Warr  

In attendance:  Laura Evans, Clerk. Anne Bradley, Assistant Clerk Cllr. Hayward  

four members of Wanborough and Covingham Allotment Society (WCAS), 

Minute ref: F&VM/6.10/25 

1. Apologies 

Cllr. Mirza  
 

2. Declaration of Interest  
Cllr. Bellamy reminded Members that they should declare any interest they have in an agenda item at the start 
of the meeting or, if not previously foreseeable, during any discussion of the matter concerned. 
 

3. Minutes 
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and RESOLVED to approve the minutes for the committee meeting held on 
Monday 7th July 2025 as a correct record.   
 

4. Public Participation Time 
Members considered three questions. 

1. In person- “request to maintain Green Lane where the bridleway was worn and muddy. This issue has 

been raised previously”  

The meeting agreed for the clerk get the Contractor to inspect and quote for the work required. 

2. In person – “The footpath sign has been removed from the pole at the Marsh, on the upper left side 

on the road from Commonhead to Inlands”  

This was NOTED; Cllr Bellamy agreed to investigate the footpath and confirm whether it remains 

accessible. 

3. In person- “Is there any progress on the hedging at the allotments?”  

This was NOTED and is still in progress. The Clerk to contact Swindon Borough Council (SBC) to 

clarify which funding applications have been submitted. 

 

5. Items for Information 

Members NOTED the action list 

 

6. Allotments 

a. Concerns were raised that the Wanborough and Covingham Allotment Society (WCAS) may not be 

operating to its full potential, possibly due to plot a few plot holders leaving the society. The meeting 

NOTED the concerns and agreed that Cllr. Glanville and the clerk to initiate dialogue with the society to 

better understand the situation. 

b. The meeting NOTED that the process for the allotment inspection needs to be reviewed. 

 

7. Finance  

a) The meeting NOTED Q2 financial reports. 

b) The meeting considered the draft committee budget for 2026.27. A recommendation to be made to Full 

Council for the employment of a Handyman on a fixed term contract. Extra works beyond the capability of 

the Handyman to be undertaken by the Contractor. It was AGREED to take the draft budget expenditure 

budget of £2,021 for allotments and £35,795 for Common Land and Recreation 

c) Capital expenditure requests for 2026.27- It was agreed that £10,000 of capital expenditure be requested 

for a two-year walk’s improvement plan. 

 

8. Footpaths and Village Maintenance: 
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a. Maintenance log and agree actions – The meeting agreed to defer this item until the next meeting 

b. Update from the current village maintenance contractor- The meeting agreed to defer this item until the 

next meeting. 

c. Rodway Sculpture- The meeting NOTED the quotation for the works to the sculpture. It was PROPOSED, 

SECONDED and RESOLVED that an article be placed in the Lyden to request ideas and suggestions of 

what could replace the sculpture. 

d. Footpaths will be allocated to all Cllrs, to be walked and to check for maintenance issues. 

 

9. Trees 

a) Quotes for recommended works from tree survey and agree actions 

It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and RESOLVED that Trees identified in the recent survey as needing 

urgent attention will be addressed promptly. For the rest of the tree work, two additional quotes will be 

obtained before proceeding 

b) Scottish and Southern electricity networks. The meeting NOTED Scottish and Southern Electricity 

Networks (SSEN) will undertake a three-year tree cutting programme. 

The objective is to maintain clearance below power lines, specifically trimming trees to below one metre 

from the lines. This kind of work is typically part of SSEN’s safety and reliability measures to prevent 

outages and ensure safe access to infrastructure. 

 

10. Play Areas  

a. Quotes for play surface at Lower Rec were discussed. The play surface poses a safety risk and requires 

immediate attention It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and RESOLVED that a formal recommendation will 

be made to Full Council to approve £11,000 for resurfacing works. Cllr. Offer flagged that the swing posts 

might be compromised once the surfacing is removed. A quote will be obtained for a potential 

replacement swing set. 

b. A process for park checks was discussed. The meeting agreed to approach the Contractor to see if they 

undertake play park inspections and obtain costs. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 8:40pm 

 

 


