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Minutes of Wanborough Parish Council (WPC) Hooper’s Field Sports Facility Committee 
meeting held on Monday 13th October 2025 at 7pm 

at Hooper’s Field Sports Pavillion, Rotten Row, Wanborough 

Cllrs Present:  Colin Offer (Chairman)  

David Hayward  

 

In attendance:  Gordon Heywood (Wanborough Tennis Club)  

Melanie Brough (Wanborough Tennis Club) 

Aaron Baker (Wanborough Cricket Club)  

Paul Penfold (Wanborough Cricket Club)  

Lee Herring (Wanborough JFC & Pétanque Club) 

Laura Evans, Clerk (WPC)  

Anne Bradley, Assistant Clerk (WPC) 

One member of the public 

Minute Ref:   HF/10.13/2025 

 

1. Apologies for absence 
Cllr. Kathy Glanville, Gary Sumner, Omar Mirza, John Errington (Wanborough Bowls Club), Ian Butcher 
(Wanborough Juniors Football Club) 

 
2. Declaration of interest 

No Declarations of interest were made. 
 

3. Minutes  
The minutes of the meeting held on 14th July 2025 were presented but not signed due to a numbering 
issue. The matter will be revisited at the next meeting for approval and signing. 

 
4. THE MEETING WILL BE ADJOURNED FOR PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

No questions were submitted or raised. 
 

5. Items for Information 
Water usage- It was noted that water consumption during July and August was significantly elevated. A 
comparison of meter readings suggests that a fixture may have inadvertently been left running during 
this period. The Parish Council had previously approved the installation of individual water meters for 
the Bowls and Tennis Club. 
It was resolved to recommend to Full Council that a suitable company be identified and appointed to 
carry out the separation and installation of individual water connections and meters. 
 
Defibrillator Training — A quotation of £350 was received for a three-hour training course 
accommodating up to 12 participants. It was proposed that two sessions be held—one in the morning 
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and one in the afternoon—on 10th January 2026. Each sports club will be invited to nominate two 
representatives to attend. The sessions will be advertised in the Lyden Magazine to gauge interest and 
confirm attendance. 
 
Security Lighting — An electrician attended Hooper’s Field and successfully repaired two of the 
security lights. He is scheduled to return to investigate the floodlights located on the Tennis Clubhouse 
 

6. Update from Sports Clubs 
i. Wanborough Bowls Club- The Bowls Club submitted a request to the Parish Council for a donation 

of £1,000 to support their project to upgrade the outdoor furniture. It was agreed that the donation 
be approved, utilising the annual improvement funds allocated to each club. 

ii. Wanborough Tennis Club-The club currently have 180 members and the new double coaching 
sessions are oversubscribed. Court cleaning has been completed, funded through the budgeted 
allocation provided to each club. The invoice will be submitted to the Clerk for payment upon receipt 
of the Tennis Club’s contribution of £800. The priority for the club is to source floodlights for courts 3 
and 4, the cost is £35,000 +VAT. The club currently has £15,000 towards the cost but funding 
options need to be sought. As a temporary solution LED Lights are being investigated. 

iii. Wanborough Cricket Club- The club has good membership and came 4th in the Wiltshire league. 
Concerns were raised regarding the condition of the out field it is either extremely muddy in the 
winter or cracked in the summer. Drainage is a major issue for the Cricket club and football club.  
It was agreed to obtain the quotation for spiking of the pitch. Storage remains an issue and the 
request for an additional storage unit was raised. This needs further consideration due to 
complaints received regarding the current storage units. 

iv. Wanborough Junior Football Club – No update provided. 
v. Wanborough Pétanque Club – The membership is steady. The club has participated in league 

games and secured some wins. The playing surface requires more compaction, which the club will 
undertake themselves. 
Cllr Colin Offer suggested installing a noticeboard near the playing area to display game dates. Lee 
Herring was tasked with obtaining quotations and submitting them to the Clerk for approval at the 
Full Council meeting. 
 

7. Cricket Nets 

A draft Open but Controlled Access policy was reviewed. This suggests the nets will be available to 

users but with some form of regulation. The booking system is not yet live, the Clerk requested that it 

be operational by end of January 2026, indicating urgency and a clear deadline. 

The nets come with a 12-year warranty, which provides long-term coverage. Pitch hiring fees are 

intended to help build a reserve fund for future maintenance needs. 

The Cricket Club is tasked to collaborate with the Clerks to develop a project plan, likely detailing 

implementation, usage, and upkeep. 

 

8. Finance  

a) To receive and consider Q2 financial reports  

b) To consider a draft committee budget for 2026.27- The meeting agreed that the Policy and Finance 

Committee look at the budget. 

c) To consider capital expenditure requests for 2026.27- The meeting agreed that the Policy and 

Finance Committee look at the capital expenditure. 

 

9. Health and Safety  
Following the recent deep clean of Hooper’s Field Sports Pavilion, it was identified that a regular 
cleaning schedule is necessary to maintain hygiene and facility standards. 
A recommendation be made to Full Council to appoint a contracted cleaner for Hooper’s Field, with 
terms and frequency to be determined based on facility usage and budget considerations. 
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In the interim period, while a cleaner is being sourced, all sports clubs using the facility are to be 
reminded of their responsibility to clean up after games and activities, ensuring the pavilion remains in a 
suitable condition for all users. 
 

 
10. Hooper’s Field maintenance and improvements 

a) No other actions were raised. 
b) To receive an update on the storage facilities 

The original planning application needs to be looked at to understand what storage facilities 
were noted.  
This needs to be progressed. 

c) The Tennis Club raised concerns that there is ingress onto the courts which has damaged the 
fencing which needs fixing. Clerk to contact the Contractor to inspect. 

 
           

Meeting closed at 9:02pm 


