
 

 

WANBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Footpaths & Village Maintenance Committee held on  

Tuesday 19th November 2024 at 7.00pm at Hooper’s Field Pavilion 

Cllrs Present:  Richard Bellamy (Chair), John Emmins, Kathy Glanville, John Warr. 

In attendance:  Sally Thurston, Locum Clerk. 

Minute ref: F&VM/11/24 

1. Apologies:  
Cllr. Omar Mirza 

 
2. Declaration of interest: 

None  
 

3. To approve the minutes of the committee meeting held on 19th February 2024 
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and RESOLVED the minutes be signed as an accurate record.  

4. The meeting was not adjourned for Public Questions – no members of public present  

 

5. Update on the current Village Maintenance & Footpath Projects 

a. A project report was discussed. It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and RESOLVED that all completed projects 

be closed and that actions on ongoing projects be undertaken, as detailed in appendix a.   
 

6. Footpaths: 

a. The Village Maintenance Report log was discussed. It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and RESOLVED that all 

completed projects be closed and that actions on ongoing projects be undertaken, as detailed in 

appendix b.  

It was further PROPOSED that a recommendation be made to Full Council that footpath audit should be 

undertaken by councillors. This was SECONDED and RESOLVED. It was AGREED that the Clerk would 

provide a check sheet and investigate a policy for escalating issues to be discussed at a future meeting. 

Cllr. Bellamay agreed to create footpath zones to be inspected. Once inspections had been undertaken 

the public right of way officer would be invited to discuss actions.  

b. It was agreed footpath 9 at Hor/pit would be assessed in the footpath audit.  

 

7. Village Maintenance 

a. Hedge cutting at Stanley Close was discussed. It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and RESOLVED the 

handyman would be asked to assess and photograph works required and any necessary permissions for 

work sought.  See appendix b  

b. Path subsidence at Kings Lane was discussed. It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and RESOLVED that the Clerk 

contact Swindon Borough Council for advice.  

c. Action and expenditure on Tree Survey was discussed. It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and RESOLVED that 

a recommendation be made to Full Council, when this matter is discussed, that the area of survey be 

checked to include all WPC trees and that three quotes be acquired for the works.  

It was further PROPOSED that the Clerk draft a tree maintenance policy for consideration. This was 

SECONDED and RESOLVED.  

d. Discussion was held regarding a recommendation to Council that it pays for road sweeping to kerb edges 

was discussed. It was felt that a map and definitive list of roads should be compiled for sweeping. 

It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and RESOLVED that a specification should be agreed, and additional 

quotes sought before a recommendation could be made.  

 

 

Meeting closed at 20.28pm  



 

 

 Appendix a. Footpaths & Village Maintenance Update on current projects 

Project Description Status Actions agreed  
Rodway Open Space – 
Sculpture 

• Base & Sculpture installed Completed 
 

Ongoing maintenance – twice a year 
wood needs to be treated. 
Handyman to varnish  

Land a Church Road Register land at the corner of Church Road 

• Quote received from solicitor and 
PC approved 

• Paperwork completed – delay 
from solicitor who has apologised 
but hopes to move forward with 
this soon. 

• Clerk has submitted identification 
checks 

Ongoing 
 

Check land registry – Find 
paperwork  
Check status  

Signage at St Andrew’s 
Church Car Park 
 

To install a sign within the Church car park 

• SBC have confirmed planning 
permission is not required 
provided the sign is not more the 
4.6m above the ground level and 
doesn’t exceed 0.5 metre square 
in area. 

• Need to decide on working of 
sign and gain quotes 

• JW agreed to supply details of 
company to supply sign. 

Monitor  Agreed not to install signage at this 
stage – keep under review.  

Additional parking 
provision at Warneage 
Green 
 

To consider options in relation to 
providing additional parking at Warneage 
Green. 

• Chiseldon PC are also looking to 
install 2 parking bays and it was 
agreed to approach them. 

• Clerk met with DWG Group to 
discuss options.  DWG carry out 
work for SBC and agreed to 
provide details, plans and costs 
for PC to consider. 

• No further update from SBC 
Highways 

Ongoing 
 

Email SBC to ascertain  progress. 
Future enquiries should be directed 
to SBC  
 

Story book trail Rodway Open Space 
 
Local Resident Katie Blake has taken over 
as volunteer and has named the story 
book trail in Diane’s memory 
 

Ongoing  Add to maintenance list  
Find documents and check who did 
the work  
Check EMR for maintenance budget 
Check story book trail and posts  
 

Speed Indicator Device 
(SID) 

PC now have 2 signs 
Battery charging for both SID’s has 
become a big job and the cost of this for 
Clerk is also increased substantially. 
The 2nd SID came with a solar panel.  To 
install the solar panel and new post had to 
be installed so that the solar panel could 
fit on.  The panel for the solar panel is on 
Church Road near Stacey’s Lane.  
Although the SID can be moved around 
the village the solar panel cannot. 

Monitor Solar panel installed 19th Feb 23 – 
need to continue to monitor to see if 
it keeps the batteries charged. 
 
Resident maintains the SIDS  - Clerk 
to discuss data with resident   
 

 

 



 

 

Appendix b. Village Maintenance & Footpaths – Inspections completed & items reported   

Reported Problem Action Action Status 

Resident from Nut Cottage would like large 30ft 

Ash tree slightly reduced in height as concerned 

for safety if it was to fall towards the house 

Ongoing  
To be considered in 2024/25 Tree Survey 

 

Message from Resident - Footpath 44 on 

Burycroft to The Marsh, closed since 2018(?), 

granted official status by the Inspector in 2023 is 

still blocked.   What is the problem now and 

would the Parish put pressure on the Rights of 

Way Officer to enforce its access? 

 

ROW officer met with Cllr Bellamy & Cllr 

Warr – An update on would be sought.  

SBC have advised it is unlikely to be done this 

financial year due to SBC financial constraints  

Lower Rec playground – matting under swings 

starting to turn up at corners 
To check  

Awaiting playground inspection report in 

November – Clerk to check when inspection 

took place  

Resident of Stanley Close, hedge at front of 

property footpath side is maintained by WPC, is 

now getting very high, can this be cut 

Ongoing  

Awaiting decision from FVM Committee as 

ownership is the residents. Handman to 

assess what work is needed and send 

photographs. Permissions then to be sought 

from residents before any work commences  

The storyboard post in front of Calley Arms fallen 

over, pub have taken it in for safe keeping 
Ongoing 

Requires re-installing 

See appendix a  

 

Other footpaths reported via Facebook as 

blocked – footpath 24 (Moat Cottage to florists) 

start of footpath 22) blocked by Paddocks, 

Footpath 21 (back of Inlands Farm) 

Audit  
Undertake a footpath audit - Zone paths  

Take f to full council for approval 

Query from resident re dogs in the play area. 

Should there be ‘No Dogs Allowed’ signs 
Ongoing  Sign to be ordered  

Footpath 44 – resident reported ‘I see no 

evidence yet that the above footpath is 

accessible despite several months having passed 

since the Inspectors decision. I would be grateful 

to know the current situation.’  

Audit  All paths to be assessed   

All other internal footpaths WA12, 13, 16, 18, 5  Audit  All paths to be assessed   

Footpath WA31 & WA32 Audit  

All paths to be assessed   

Two stiles have barbed wire over making it 

difficult to use – previously raised with 

landowner 

Users of path tend to use the track but 

obviously would be better to get stiles 

sorted. Reported to RoW Officer 



 

 

Footpath WA33 & WA34 Audit  

All paths to be assessed   

Hedges and brambles overgrown around 

some of the stiles. 

One stile needs to be repaired 

Need to gain permission from Landowner to 

repair stiles and cut back hedge. 

Green Lane – Bridleway 42 Audit  

All paths to be assessed Verges are cut 4 

times a year by contractor and this has been 

an improvement from previous years. 

Resident has asked if Parish Council will 

consider carrying out maintenance on the 

surface as it is starting to deteriorate  

Footpath WA8 Audit  

All paths to be assessed Bridge repaired – 

could do with additional sleeper to make the 

bridge wider 

Footpath WA20 Audit  

All paths to be assessed Signage at entrance 

from The Marsh needs improving.  Some 

shrubbery clearance needed. 

Footpath WA23 Audit 

All paths to be assessed Shrubbery cleared 

and stile & bridge repaired Signage needs 

improving 

Footpath WA24 Audit 

All paths to be assessed Stile missing 

between Moat Cottage and Florist – 

currently discussing with landowner 

Shrubbery clearance needed to re-open this 

footpath 

Better signage needed 

Footpath WA5, 6 & 7 Audit  

All paths to be assessed Stile (step over 

missing) from footpath 7 across thin narrow 

strip of grassland – In need of repair 

Bridge needs repair – see RoW Officer’s list. 

Footpath WA21 Audit 
All paths to be assessed  Difficult to inspect 

and walk, blocked by landowner 

All other footpaths at The Marsh, WA44, 22, 24  Audit  

All paths to be assessed  Currently closed 

due to SCR work Ask M Fry when 8 and 22 

are being  reopened 

 

 

 


