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Minutes of a meeting of WANBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL held at 
WANBOROUGH VILLAGE HALL, HIGH STREET, WANBOROUGH 

 on Monday 21st October 2024 – 7.00pm  
 

Present: Cllr John Warr (Chairman), Cllr Richard Bellamy, Cllr John Emmins, Cllr Kathy Glanville, Cllr David 

Hayward, Cllr Gary Sumner 

In attendance: Mrs H Broughton (minute taker) 

Minute number: FC/10/2024: 

 

1. Apologies: received from Cllr Colin Offer, Cllr Omar Mirza and Mrs Tracy Smith (Clerk). 
 

2. Declaration of interest: There were no declarations of interest arising from the agenda. 
 

3. Minutes:  
Draft minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 23rd September 2024 had been circulated. 
It was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the meeting held on 23rd September 2024 be signed by the Chair 

as a correct record.  
 

4. PUBLIC QUESTIONS – there were no members of the public present 

 
5. Report from Ward Councillor 

The Ward Councillors report had been circulated (Appendix A). Cllr Sumner added the following updates: 

• A productive meeting had been held with Highways regarding the placement of gateways. 

• Incidents of fly-tipping have been reported. 

• A tree near the pedestrian entrance on Rotten Row had partially fallen into the road. This has been reported 
and will be cut back. 

• The Highways Officer responsible for verges agreed to add the verge at Rotten Row to the cutting list. He had 
some health and safety concerns about cutting the Pack Hill verge as it was narrow, and this may require a 

temporary road closure. 

Cllr Hayward commented on the village entrance signs, expressing concern that sight lines could be 

obstructed by a hedge from the allotments and that the left gateway might block a mirror.  

6. Planning: 

a. The following comments on planning applications received were agreed: 
 
S/24/0998 - The Burj, Ermin Way Foxhill Swindon SN4 0DR. Installation of an external fire escape from  

the first floor to ground floor.  
Comment: The Parish Council requests confirmation of the location of the refuse bins as part of this 

application. It is important to note that the refuse and recycling area should not be placed beneath the 
external metal stairway due to the potential fire risk. Currently, the proposed position of the fire 
escape appears to be above the bins, which could pose a hazard? 

 
S/COND/22/1764 - Lotmead Site, New Eastern Villages Wanborough Swindon. Discharge of conditions 43 
and 44 (River Corridor Survey Report and Landscape Masterplan) following Outline Planning Application 

(means of access off Wanborough Road not reserved) for demolition and/or conversion of existing 
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buildings and redevelopment to provide up to 2,500 homes (Use Class C3), up to 1,780 sqm of 
community/retail uses (Use Class D1/D2/A1/A3/A4), up to 2,500 sqm of employment use (Use Class B1), 

sports hub, playing pitches, 2no. 2 Form Entry primary schools, green infrastructure, indicative primary 
access road corridors to A420, improvements to Wanborough Road and associated works.   
Comments:  

• The Parish Council notes that the report was conducted during an unusually dry period (April 2022), 
and it’s disappointing that it has not been updated, especially after experiencing two of the wettest 

winters in recent years. 

• There are no details about the impact of additional water on the stream or the maintenance 
regime. Will a long-term management plan be provided? 

• While there is mention of invasive species (crayfish), other wildlife, including otters, are not 
adequately addressed. How will the otter population be encouraged going forward and how have 
the past two wetter years impacted wildlife?  

 
b. Confirmation of Planning Applications / Notifications that SBC have determined since the last meeting: 

None received 
 

7. Clerk’s Report: The Clerks report had been circulated (Appendix B) and it was noted that due to poor weather the 

litter pick had been postponed. 
 
        8. Planning, Finance & Policy Committee 

i)  Cllr Glanville explained the reason for having a Councillor to Clerk protocol which differs from the Code of 
Conduct and outlines the working relationship between councillors and the Clerk as well as roles and 

responsibilities. The recommendation from the Planning, Finance and Policy Committee was that this be 
approved. There was some discussion with Cllrs Hayward and Bellamy expressing concerns. 
It was proposed by Cllr Sumner seconded by Cllr Emmins and resolved to approve & adopt the Councillor to Clerk 

Protocol. (3 in favour, Cllr Warr abstaining and Cllrs Hayward and Bellamy against)   
 ii) It was proposed by Cllr Bellamy and seconded by Cllr Sumner that the Hooper’s Field itemised 2024/25 budget 
be approved as recommend (Appendix C). Resolved (5 in favour 1 against)  

 
       9.  Allotments 

 a) Allotment Working Group Terms of Reference  
There was a discussion about whether the Allotments Working Group should remain as a working group or 
become a formal committee. It was suggested that Covingham Parish Council should be included in the 

membership outlined in the Terms of Reference and have an opportunity to review the document before 
approval. It was proposed by Cllr Bellamy, seconded by Cllr Warr and unanimously resolved to ask the Clerk to 

work with Cllr Emmins and Cllr Hayward to provide guidance on the advantages and disadvantages of fo rming a 
committee versus a working group. 

 

 b) Heras fencing at Allotment site 
 Cllr Sumner had contacted the Borough Council who advised that they had given the fencing on the basis that it 
be used for the security of the allotments and if not required they would use it elsewhere. It was agreed that Cllr 

Sumner send the project manager a final email requesting that the fencing be removed by the end of the month 
or the parish council would assume ownership and have it removed.  

 
  c) Allotment Working Group WhatsApp group  

It was queried if this was a Whatsapp group for Council business.  It was confirmed that this was a Wanborough 

Allotments Whatsapp Group not a Parish Council Group. There were some concerns that this method of 
communication was not as transparent and inclusive as Facebook. 
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       10.   Budget 2025/26 

Suggestions for items to be included in the new budget included increased funding for tree maintenance, bulb 
planting, and additional community events. It was noted that the sports clubs had also given suggestions. It was 
agreed to engage with residents through social media, asking for project ideas they would like to see 

implemented in the village. 
 

   11.   Remembrance Activities 
It was noted that the Mayors Office were sending out invitations to a civic Remembrance Day event that Cllr 
Sumner would attend. Cllr Warr would attend a local service in Bishopstone.   

 
   12.   Finance 
   12.1. It was proposed by Cllr Sumner, seconded by Cllr Glanville and unanimously resolved to the continuation 

of Easyspace IT provision for 12 months; Gold Plus Yearly £103.93 
   12.2 It was proposed by Cllr Sumner, seconded by Cllr Glanville and unanimously resolved to approve a 

payment of a grant of £1,500 (as budgeted) to the PCC. It was noted this would need to go to budget 
discussions for next year.  

   12.3 It was proposed by Cllr Sumner, seconded by Cllr Hayward and unanimously agreed to approve the orders 

of payments for October 2024 (Appendix D)  
   12.4 It was agreed that Cllr Emmins would check the bank reconciliations for September 2024 and report any 

issues. 
   12.5 The Budget vs Spend report and the Reserves report were noted.  
 

 
    13.  Hooper’s Field 

i) Three quotations had been received for the pétanque terrain with one being previously rejected. 

 ii) It was proposed by Cllr Sumner and seconded by Cllr Emmins that the quotation from Mundys be approved for 
the pétanque terrain subject to confirmation that the Clerk and Mr Herring agreed with the specification provided 

within the quotation. Resolved (5 in favour and 1 abstention)  
iii) There was some discussion as to whether a Working Group was necessary to look at leases and grants. It was 
proposed by Cllr Sumner, seconded by Cllr Bellamy and unanimously agreed that an informal group be set up by 

the sports clubs to discuss lease and grants and that the Clerk be given the authority to seek legal advice on the 
necessary requirements for issuing the licences. 
iv) A new request from the Bowls Club for electricity provision was noted and it was agreed to ask the Bowls Club 

for a quotation for an external meter, if possible.  
 

 The meeting closed at 9.18pm 
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Appendix A 

 
Ward Councillor update:  

  
Wanborough Road & Village Gateways: Update from Jack Whelan (Highways Agreements Manager): Dear Cllr Sumner 
and Wanborough Parish Clerk,  

  
I understand there have been some recent queries made to the contractor (Sam Lloyd at Conlon) regarding the missing 
Wanborough village gateway feature and signs. As an update SBC Highway Agreements are pushing for the developers 

(Bellway Homes and Vistry) to have the missing gateway features and signage installed by Conlon as part of the current 
s278 works.  

  
The approximate location of the feature (in the area of the allotment) was discussed and agreed with Parish Councillors 
back in October 2021. There was a desire to have the features located at the northern end of the allotments however 

there is insufficient verge width, which would likely result in the hedgerows overgrowing the gateway features and 
signage reducing their visibly and impact on traffic.   
The proposed location of the gateway features and accompanying signs can be seen in the below sketch/mark-up. The 

floating (please drive carefully) signs in the image below will be mounted on the south bound approach to inform road 
users that they are entering Wanborough.  

  
The original gateway features signs will be altered slightly to remove the speed terminal roundels now that the entire 
length of Wanborough Road is 30mph.   

  
We trust that the above offers insight and clarity as to the missing village gateway feature and signs. If you have any 
queries, please let us know.  

  
Kind regards,  

Jack Whelan  
Highway Agreements Manager  
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Thames Water: Attended the Corporate Scrutiny meeting at Swindon Borough Council in October and answered 
questions about the New Eastern Villages and Wanborough’s sewage treatment works. They now have consent for a 
pumping station off Merlin Way close to the roundabout by Covingham Drive (A419 side of the road). The works will start 

at the end of this year or early 2025 and the first phase connection will serve around ¼ of the 8,500 new homes. A second 
phase will complete a new connection to Greenbridge and will have the capacity for the remainder.   

  
Wanborough’s sewage treatment works has one of the highest incidents for leaks of any in the Borough, but work will be 
completed by the end of this year to address that and upgrade for greater capacity.   

  
Wanborough Road (Conlon): Wanborough Road: I recently met with Conlon’s project manager to discuss outstanding 
works. They hope to complete all by the end of October and have three more lighting columns to install North of 

Redlands Groove, a section of pavement from the SCR junction for about 60’ and anticipate that the lighting will be 
switched on. I passed on that residents at Redlands Grove had contacted me about safety for children walking to school 

as the daylight gets shorter. They will also be installing new bollards on the build-outs and two new build outs put in 
recently will have collapsible bollards to allow large vehicles to pass. Obviously, that relies on them lowering them… 
Finally, they will complete the section of pavement at the Horpit junction.  

  
Fly Tipping (The Hollow): Photos were taken by my son of some fly tipping. Fortunately an address label remained on the 

boxes and a prosecution will now take place.   
  
Fly Tipping (Inlands Farm): I was alerted to this and contacted James Hussey (the farmer) as the tipping was within his 

field which SBC will not remove. He removed this within 24 hours and has placed straw bales to prevent inappropriate use 
of the entrance for now to try to discourage this.  
  

SCR: It is likely that construction traffic for Lotmead and Redlands will start using this early 2025 whilst remedial works are 
carried out.  

  
Pack Hill: White lines refreshed at the side of the double bend and the greenery has now been cut back (as well as the 
grass cut lower down by the rural verges team.  
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Draft Local Plan: A consultation will be published in early 2025 as the previous one was paused, pending the new Labour 

Government announcing a 25% increase in housing numbers for Swindon (Wiltshire Council has to deliver 80% more). At 
this stage I don’t yet know how this will affect our villages.  
  

Gary Sumner  
Ridgeway Ward Councillor  
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Appendix B 

 
Clerks Report 
 

Village Handyman 
Another very busy month for our hard-working Handyman, as the heavy rain has impacted the village. 

Some stiles and gates have needed repair, see photos below of the stile from Ham Road to the graveyard. The wooden 
footbridge at the back of Hooper’s Field has had all wooden slats replaced. Lots of hedge cutting, front of the Village Hall,  
bushes around the pond at Hooper’s Field, footpath from Magdalen Road to Rotten Row to give easier access to name but 

a few. Strimming is still ongoing in lots of village locations. The front of the Sports Pavilion at Hooper’s Field has been 

weeded and cleared. 

 

  
 
Hooper’s Field Sports Facility 

A old, buried goal post support had started to surface in all the rain. Our handyman removed the support and concrete 
holding it in place and made good the area. The home dugout bench is being looked at as one of the bench bars has rotten.  
Sports Clubs leasing facilities at Hooper’s Field, have compiled their requests for improvements and have submitted them 

to the Parish Council for consideration when setting the 2025/26 budget. 
 
If you would like to hire the main hall, please contact the Clerk on clerk@wanborough.info 

 
Litter picking & Road sign cleaning event 

On Sunday 20th October Cllr Sumner is holding a litter picking event, everyone is welcome. 
10.30-12.30 meeting points Village Hall and Church carpark. Litter picks, hi-vis vests and bin bags will be provided. 
 

Allotment working group 
A new Allotment Working Group has been established, made up of two parish councillors and current allotment holders. If 

you are an allotment holder and would like to be included in the group, please email Tracy the Clerk on 
clerk@wanborough.info 
 

Remembrance Day 
Our Handyman will be putting up the large red poppies on the lampposts throughout the village at the end of this month. 
The Church Remembrance service will be held at St. Mary's Bishopstone at 10.30am on 10th November.  

 

mailto:clerk@wanborough.info
mailto:clerk@wanborough.info
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Village Contractors 

Now the nesting birds have moved on the village contractors are able to commence their hedge cutting work, both in the 
village and at Hooper’ Field. 
There does seem to be an increase in fly tipping in the village. If you spot any and it is about the amount of a car boot ful l,  

please let our Clerk know on clerk@wanborough.info 
Anything larger should be reported to our Ward Councillor Gary Sumner 

 
Parish Council Vacancy 
Could you be our next Parish Councillor? Are you interested in how and what affects your village? Please look out for our 

Parish Council coffee morning at the Village Hall on Saturday 26th October – come and meet some councillors and get a 
better understanding of what it means to be local parish councillor. No booking required, just pop in.  
There remains three vacancies for parish councillors. Anyone interested should email clerk@wanborough.info 

 
Future Meetings / Events 

26th October – Parish Council Open Coffee Morning Village Hall 9.00 – 11.00am 
29th October – Footpaths & Village Maintenance Committee meeting 
13th November- Planning, Finance & Policy Committee meeting 

 
 

 
 
 

  

mailto:clerk@wanborough.info
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Appendix C 
 

Hoopers Field Budget 
 
Income 

  

Code Title Budget 24 25 

5 Club Subscriptions  8500 

6 Club lettings 300 

38 Tennis electricity recharge 700 

TOTAL   9500 
   

Expenditure 
  

Code Title Budgeted 

39 Insurance 900 

40 Cleaning 650 

41 Cleaning materials 200 

42 Water usage charge 1100 

43 Gas and electricity 5100 

45 Maint building 1800 

46 Maint equipment 500 

47 Maint Grounds 7400 

50 Wifi 250 

51 Legal and Professional 0 

70 VAT reserve 0 

  Misc expenditure 6100 

  SUB TOTAL 24000    

  TOTAL INCOME / EXPENDITURE 14,500.00 
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Appendix D 
 

ORDERS FOR PAYMENT 
 

 ORDERS OF PAYMENT OCTOBER 24 MEETING      
Cost 

Centre 
Payee Description Invoice No 

Method 

of 
paymen

t 

Gross 

Invoice 
Amoun

t (£) 

VAT  
(£) 

Net 

Invoice 
Amoun

t (£) 

  Paid – expenditure previously approved at Council meeting/regular payments or under Delegation   

17 
CCE 

Village Hall Broadband 

Subscription INV1552680 BACS 25.00 4.17 20.83 

50 CCE Hoopers Field Broadband INV1552719 BACS 35.00 5.83 29.17 

12 O2 Phone n/a DD 17.86 3.57 14.29 

12 ID Mobile Ltd. Phone – Clerk September 11399347 DD 6.00 1.00 5.00 

68 
Starboard 
Systems Scribe software mnth 7 7214 DD 62.40 10.40 50.00 

4 

Swindon 

Borough 
Council 

Wanborough Allotment Rent (2nd 
half yrly) 215497473 BACS 142.38 0.00 142.38 

  
Swindon 
Fencing Refit Church gate post & hang gate Inv 0390 BACS 420.00 70.00 350.00 

43 British Gas Overdue pay by 4th October A10866720 BACS 40.24 1.92 38.32 

  
T Smith 

Reimburse for wooden poppy 
crosses   BACS 28.50 4.75 23.75 

18 Staffing costs October Pension & Qtr 2 PAYE   BACS ****   **** 

18 Staffing costs October Salary costs   BACS ****   **** 

  For approval   

43 SSE Hoopers Field Electricity IV01715079 BACS 623.04 15.93 607.11 

42 
Castle Water Hoopers Field Water 

1000368102

3 BACS 695.69 0 695.69 

27 
Graham 
Poynter September invoice 30-Sep-24 BACS 910.68 0 910.68 

25 AllBuild Waste collection September 3034 BACS 300.00 50 250 

24 
All Build 

Grass cutting 6 of 8 payments 

(Village) 3043 BACS 1321.19 

220.2

0 1100.99 

47 
All Build Grass cutting 6 of 8 payments (HF) 3044 BACS 864.00 

144.0
0 720.00 

40 
Chantelle 
Smith HF Cleaning  (August & September)   BACS 126.00 0.00 126.00 

69 
L Naseem 

Refund cost Plants for Village 

Planters   BACS 59.00 0.00 59.00 

14 
PCC 
Wanborough Lyden Magazine October invoice WPC102024 BACS 200.00 0.00 200.00 

 


