WANBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the
Hooper’s Field Committee meeting of Wanborough Parish Council
held on Wednesday 9" October 2024 at Hooper’s Field Sports Pavillion
at 7.00pm

Present: ClIr Colin Offer (Chairman), Clir John Warr, Clir David Hayward, Cllr Gary Sumner (Parish Councillors), Gordon
Heywood (Wanborough Tennis Club), Melanie Brough (Wanborough Tennis Club), Aaron Baker (Wanborough Cricket
Club), Mark Baldwin (Wanborough Cricket Club), John Errington (Wanborough Bowls Club), Tom Foxton (Wanborough
JFC)

This meeting was recorded in the Clerk’s absence
Minute Ref: HF/10/24

1. Apologies: Tracy Smith (Clerk), Cllr Omar Mirza, Paul Gurr (Wanborough Cricket Club), Richard True (Harrow
Football Club), lan Butcher (Wanborough JFC)

2. Declaration of interest: No interests declared other than respective interests in members sports clubs.
Clir Offer declared personal interest in item 9 as one of his neighbours is quoting for the work.

3. To confirm the minutes of meeting the meeting held on 17*" July 2024
John Errington (Wanborough Bowls Club) had sent his apologies but they were not noted. Chair amended the
copy of minutes to include. Minutes of previous meeting held on Wednesday 17" July 2024 were then agreed
unanimously and signed as a true copy.

4. THE MEETING WILL BE ADJOURNED FOR PUBLIC QUESTIONS.
No public questions (none in attendance)

5. Verbal update from Parish Council — Chair
Clir Offer explained the main change was the revised Terms of Reference for Hooper’s Field Committee, that the
committee will have an annual precept fund allocation to support the use of the facility with delegated authority
to spend up to £1,000 within the agreed budget. Action: Clerk to circulate the new Terms of Reference to all
Clubs.

6. Hooper’s Field Maintenance
Chubb alarm biannual service completed, clearance of weeds and general tidy outside front pavilion completed
and installation of 5mph signs installed at new driveway completed. All noted.

7. Landfill grant application
To note the progress report on the application
Clir Offer gave an update on the landfill application previously submitted for Phase 1 of Hooper’s Field
development. Within that application was the requirement for a grant for £35,000 from landfill to cover the
installation of; Petanque terrain, Outdoor Gym Equipment, Cricket nets, Floodlights for Tennis Courts and Storage
units. Cllr Offer has spoken to Community First, a grant that size is not available but happy to consider an
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8.

10.

application for up to £10,000 towards Cricket nets. This was recommended to the Planning, Finance and Policy
Committee (PFP Committee), with 3 quotes from Wanborough Cricket Club ranging from £28,000-£36,000.

PFP Committee recommended a three-way element to fund, £10,000 from Community First and the rest
contributions from Cricket Club and Parish Council. Cricket Club advised they would need funding to contribute
and would need the security of tenure on their lease, to be able to apply for funding.

Cllr Sumner advised that the Parish Council have agreed a budget for legal advice to enquire about security of
tenures for all Clubs. Discussion ensued about all clubs contributing to a conjoined budget plan for next 5 years.
Other grants are available to clubs ad larger grants are available if application is made to landfill companies
directly. Suggestion of a Sports Sub-Committee group be established to look at leases and grants available.

Cllr Warr asked that all clubs ensure their requests, for funding for 2025/26, are with the Clerk in time to be
discussed at the next PFP committee meeting in November

Recommendations: 1. Parish Council to go ahead with obtaining legal advice about Security of Tenures, which
must go to Full Council 2. To set up a Sports Sub Committee between the Bowls, Tennis, Crickets and Football
clubs to work on the lease agreements in conjunction with the legal advice and look at other grants applications
3. To go forward with Community first landfill grant for 10k.

Motion: (9 in favour / 1 abstention, motion approved)

Swindon Sports Forum

Clir Offer attended a meeting for Swindon Sports Forum and gave a run-down of facts and figures. Swindon
Borough Council have devolved a lot of responsibilities to Parish Councils. 106s monies are going to be available
in house building areas, will include Wanborough due to the eastern villages. Moredon sports centre has been a
very successful project through proactive funding chasing. Within South Swindon Parish Council’s improvement
plan they are working with the Football Foundation (FF) on a multi sports facility, although funded by the FF, will
include basketball volleyball etc. Swindon Borough Council’s local plan 15 year vision, is to integrate sports
strategy, maximise sports facilities and stack, all free flowing. Moredon Sports centre manager and Swindon
integrated Public Health Officer are happy to come out and talk to Hooper’s Field Working group about how to
unlock funds. Cllr Offer advised clubs to look at the funding guidance before applying for any grants, as they are
aimed at specific target markets. Will be another SSF meeting in November, attendance by the sports club would
be beneficial.

Petanque
i) Update from working group 3 quotes from professional installation companies using same spec

PFP Committee had previously discussed pétanque court and recommended to going ahead. Invitation to
tenders had gone out to 3 local builders, 3 quotes were now ready to present at Full Council meeting in October.

ii) To agree recommendation to take to Full Council
Agreed to proceed with the Petanque terrain provided that a quote was received in line with the Parish Council
budget allocated

Sports Clubs requests for 2025/26

i) To review Wanborough Cricket Club requests

It was suggested clubs have match funding of at least 50% or more to give to their desired projects.

The projects listed for 2025/26 (circulated prior to this meeting) some are more a luxury not necessarily needed
eg: new water tank. Items 1 & 3, Storage & Practice Nets are the most important. It was suggested to liaise with
Wanborough Junior Football Club about the grounds upgrade cost and add to list, so the cost is aligned.

The clock is a requirement of all Division 2 teams, needs to be in place by May 2025. If no funding available, WCC
will accept this cost.

Recommended: 1. Mark Baldwin to contact lan Butcher from WIFC to liaise and add cost to WCC project list 2.
lan Butcher to send detailed breakdown of Football Association funding, year on year to Clerk
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11.

12.

13.

a)

b)

c)

ii) To review Wanborough Tennis Club request
Repainting the courts, floodlights and Courts 3 & 4 will require resurfacing at some point. 3 quotes had been
obtained by the Club and sent to the Clerk, for consideration at PFP Committee meeting in November.
WTC asked if PFP Committee want to see a copy of their accounts for the meeting
Action: Clerk to confirm if copy accounts required

Bowls Club

To consider a change of electricity supply to summer house

This is second request for electrical supply to use outside. To install a cabinet at the end of the green and put
electricity in there. WBC would pay half installation cost. Urgency to start project as need to dig up around the
green and the area will then need to have time to repair before next season. WBC confirmed the electricity will
be metered.

Recommended: 1. J Errington to send second quote to Clerk 2. This committee to recommend this request to
Full Council meeting in October

Hooper’s Field Working Group

To set the date for the first meeting

In Clir Mirza’s absence, Clir Warr agreed to Chair this meeting. Date set for Wednesday 20" November, 7.00pm
at Hooper’s Field Sports Pavilion. It was suggested a maximum number of members between 7 and 8.

Action: 1. Clerk to book Hooper’s Field venue for meeting 2. Clir Warr to draft an agenda and circulate to all
clubs, one week before meeting

To note TOR to be discussed at first meeting of the working group and brought back to Full Council for
consideration
Noted.

To discuss and agree items to be passed to Working Group to research and report back to Committee

It was agreed Working Group will discuss whether to either move forward with existing plans or to modify them
to a new scheme of work

Update from Sports Clubs

Wanborough Bowls Club

Had a charity weekend 20" & 21 Sept to raise money for Cancer Research, was successful had a good turnout,
£310 was raised. WBC mentioned their disappointment no-one from the Parish Council attended. Currently have
60 playing members, but struggling to attract more, would like to improve the facilities.

Wanborough Tennis Club

Memberships up on last year. League performance in the summer is pretty good, coaching is fully booked,
Juniors are doing well have 8 in the County this year. 191 members, 50/50 split. Court 3 and 4 resurface is issue
does need resolving now, for revenue item. Courts have today been cleaned and moss treated, funded by the
Club.

Wanborough Cricket Club

Membership is stable, 34 senior, 13 junior members. First 11 were successful in gaining promotion to the next
league above, so gone from league division 3 to division 2, hence the reason behind the clock request. Q - is
there a girls team? Reply, not at this time. Possible grants available for girls cricket funding. Q do you still have a
doctors that come and let from you? Reply, Yes. Suggestion made, if a Security of tenure was available and a
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condition of the let to the doctors was introduced that they became social members, it would show increased
participation and help with funding.

Cllr Offer has had a request from a local resident that any cuttings from the field are not fly tipped on to
woodland trust land. The cuttings mentioned were from the grounds contractor, after they were asked to
complete a further cut at start of Cricket season. Cllr Warr suggested a couple of compost bins could be built;
however they would need manual turning at times. As this issue is just once a year, it was diarised on to request
a quote from the contractor to complete the first cut and remove the cuttings at the start of the season, next
year. Action: Clerk to liaise with village contractor

d)  Wanborough JFC —including update on pitch grant
209 children, 44 coaches and committee members, teams from under 7s up to under 16s and 2 girls teams, 2
teams at under 8’s, 2 teams at under 13s. Good place with membership. Using Foundation Park and now St Joe’s
for training, teams are in a variety of leagues dependent on age and capability, all in a relatively strong position
from a member’s position, many at full capacity. Thank you to the Parish Council handyman for moving the
metal goal lodged underground. Would like to flag, the goal mouth on the 11’s pitch by the tennis courts, is
ponding from wear and tear, may become questionable to play in the wet. Is there anything that can be done
from a maintenance standpoint? It was suggested contacting the grounds contractor for advice. One of the
benches in one of the dugouts has been broken, can it be repaired? Clerk to ask Handyman to inspect.
Action: Clerk to ask grounds contractor about pitch ponding, and also Handyman to look at dugout bench

Additional request was made for the next meeting to be changed to 7" or 8" January 2025
Action: Clerk to advise

First aid kit in kitchen needs replacing
Action: Clerk to replace

Meeting closed 20:48

Date of next meeting: 15" January 2025

Committee members:

Colin Offer (Chair), John Warr, Omar Mirza, Gary Sumner and Dave Hayward (Parish Councillors).

Club Representatives:

Paul Penfold (Wanborough Cricket Club), Mark Baldwin (Wanborough Cricket Club), Mel Brough (Wanborough Tennis
Club), Gordon Heywood (Wanborough Tennis Club), Geoff Sanders (Wanborough Bowls Club), John Errington
(Wanborough Bowls Club), lan Butcher (Wanborough Juniors Football Club) & Lee Herring (Wanborough JFC & Pétanque
Club)
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